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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



. sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 



Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability: 
citations and explanations supporting such statement «wuwujiiity , 
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Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/000695 



I. Basis of the report 



| 1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages I-154 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 



1-3, 6-11, 13-29, 32-35 



pages 



pages 



4-5, 12, 30-31 



, as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
_ , filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 15 December 2003 (15.12.2003) 



the drawings: 



1-60 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 
pages 



„ , filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

. , filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



2 * Sfflolu! language, all Ae elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
I the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item 

TTiese elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language wh ich is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
— toe language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

LJ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55 2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

SnT^ * *" iDte — *• National 

contained in the international application in written form. 
D fiIed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I — I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
I — furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

be^nfoSed ^ inf ° rmati ° n reCOrded m com P uter readabIe is identical to the written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
CI the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 

1 5. □ h ™LTf H ha o S 1 been «tabjidied as if (some op the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
| beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* ^^^rt'^^J^^- fiim J !Shedt0 i he recei ™S Office in response to an invitation wider Article 14 are referred to 
am 170.1?) originally filed and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 

1 **Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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IV. Lack of unity of invention | 


1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 




1 1 restricted the claims. 




CZJ paid additional fees. 




paid additional fees under protest 




1 I neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 






3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 

EZI complied with. 1 


iSI not complied with for the following reasons: 




See supplemental sheet 




4 ' KsXstog mfs f ^rt! ng ^ ° f hlternati0nal ^ lication were the sub ^ of international preliminary examination 


l^| all parts. 




CD the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficien t) 
Continuation of: IV . 3 



The common feature among claims 1-14, 15-22, 23-29 
and 30-35 is disclosed in the document JP 2001-332375 A 
((Matsushita Electric Ind. Co., Ltd.), 30 November 2001, 
entire text) ; therefore, it is clear that this feature is 
not novel . 

Consequently, the abovementioned common feature 
does not make a contribution over the prior art; 
therefore, it is not a special technical feature in the 
meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, sentence 2. 

There exists no other common feature that can be 
considered to be a special technical feature in the 
meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, sentence 2; thus, it is 
impossible to find that there is a technical relationship 
in the meaning of PCT Rule 13 among claims 1-14, claims 
15-22, claims 23-29 and claims 30-35. Therefore, it is 
clear that these inventions do not fulfill the 
requirement of unity of invention. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 




1 


-35 






YES 




Claims 












NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


7, 10, 


11, ' 


~13- 


29, 


31-35 


YES 




Claims 


1-6, 


8, 


9, 


12, 


30 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 




1 


-35 






YES 




Claims 












NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 10-241850 A (Toshiba Corp.), 11 September 
1998 

Document 2: JP 11-2412 A (Toshiba Corp.), 06 January 
1999 

Document 3: JP 2001-257067 A (Matsushita Electric Ind. 

Co., Ltd.), 21 September 2001 
Document 4: JP 7-282967 A (Hitachi Hometec, Ltd.), 27 

October 1995 

The invention set forth in claims 1-3, 6, 8, 9 and 
3 0 does not involve an inventive step in the light of the 
features disclosed in document 1 cited in the 
international search report. In the written response, the 
applicant asserts that document 1 "does not include a 
storage unit for storing the output values of the control 
unit prior to the detection of the movement of the object 
to be heated...The invention set forth in this application 
makes it possible to increase the actual heat output, 
because the invention determines control values and target 
values that correspond to an object to be heated by 
storing values that are related to the level of output at 
which a pot floats and derives the control values and 
target values from this stored value. Consequently, this 
invention resolves the problem related to the technical 
FormPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 
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International application No. 
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concept of the invention disclosed in document 1." 
However, the claims do not set forth with sufficient 
clarity the manner of control in which the values that are 
stored in the storage unit are used; therefore , this 
assertion cannot be accepted. It would be easy for a 
person skilled in the art to configure so that the 
detection of movement is stopped according to an input by 
a user. 

The invention set forth in claim 4 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of the features disclosed 
in document 1 and document 2 cited in the international 
search report . Document 2 discloses an induction heater 
that displays a target output . It would be easy for a 
person skilled in the art to apply the technical concept 
disclosed in document 2 in the invention disclosed in 
document 1. In the written response, the applicant asserts 
that the "setting display unit in the invention set forth 
in claim 4 of this application...does not merely display the 
target value, unlike the invention disclosed- in document 
2." However, claim 4 does not set forth with sufficient 
clarity the manner in which the displayed target value is 
set according to the value that is stored in the storage 
unit; therefore, this assertion cannot be accepted. 

The invention set forth in claim 5 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of the features disclosed 
in document 1 and document 3 cited in the international 
search report. Document 3 discloses an induction heating 
device that determines that there is an anomaly when 
anomalies are continuously detected. Document 1 discloses 
the feature of changing the inverter output to a lower 
value than before in order to stop the displacement of the 
object to be heated when movement of the object to be 
heated is detected. 

The invention set forth in claim 12 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of the features disclosed 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 
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in document 1 and document 4 cited in the international 
search report. Document 4 discloses an induction heating 
device that switches to a predetermined output mode when 
any movement of the object to be heated is detected based 
upon an increase in the input power by the control unit . 
It would be easy for a person skilled in the art to 
configure so that the motion detection unit attempts to 
detect any movement of the object to be heated away from 
the induction-heating coil. 

The invention set forth in claims 7, 10, 11, 13-29 
and 31-35 is not disclosed in any of the documents cited 
in the international search report, and is not obvious to 
a person skilled in the art. 
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